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Donna Orem, President NAIS, Facilitator 

Donna Orem was named President of the National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS) in November 
2016. NAIS provides services to more than 1,800 schools and associations of schools in the United States 
and abroad, including 1,500 nonprofit, private K-12 schools in the U.S.  

Orem served as the Chief Operating Officer for NAIS for 11 years before becoming president. She joined 
NAIS in 1998 as the Vice President for Educational Leadership, later becoming the Vice President for Strategic 
Initiatives and Research. Prior to joining NAIS, she served as the Vice President for Products and Services 
Development at the Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE). She also served as Associate 
Director for The American Association of University Women (AAUW).   

Orem speaks frequently about leadership, governance, trends in independent education, and workforce 
development and is the author of numerous books and articles. 

Theo Coonrod 

A veteran educator in public and private schools and an English teacher at her core, Theo Wilkes Coonrod 
came from St. John’s School, Houston, in July 2000 to serve as the 12th Head of School at Saint Mary’s 
School’s in Raleigh, NC, an all-girls Episcopal boarding and day school. As its second female leader in 
170 years, Theo led the school through its transformation from a struggling junior college-high school 
model to a competitive independent high school. Living into her mother’s prediction that she would 
become a “professional committee woman,” Theo finds it hard not to raise her hand when she sees a job 
that needs doing—for schools, professional associations, aspiring leaders, and her community. However, 
Theo, a deeply grateful breast cancer survivor, is slowly learning in retirement to say “no” to leadership 
so that she can say “yes” to family and self.   
     

 
Katherine Dinh 

Katherine Dinh started as the Head of Marin Country Day School in Corte Madera, California in July 2019, a 
K-8 school serving 600 students from San Francisco and Marin Counties. Prior to that, she was the Head of 
Prospect Sierra School in El Cerrito, California from 2007-2019. Her career spans over 25 years in various 
school settings, cultures, and locations. Prior to becoming a head of school 13 years ago, she held various 
teaching and leadership roles. She started out as an English teacher in a boarding school in Virginia, and 
later explored the public school sector as a co-founder of a charter school in Boston. She decided to return 
to independent schools as English department chair at an K-12 school in Philadelphia. She served as an 
upper and middle school division head at two schools: at a Friends school in Delaware, and a PK-12 school 
in New Orleans. As a resident of New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina, Katherine evacuated to Houston 
and founded and directed a temporary PK - 8 school in Houston. She has served on various boards, 
including as past Chair of the NAIS Board. She is currently Co-Chair of The Principals’ Center at Harvard 
University, and an Executive Committee member of the Country Day School Headmasters’ Association.   

Katherine received her B.A. in English from the University of Virginia and M.Ed. from Harvard.  



Lila Lohr 

Having grown up in Baltimore, graduating from Garrison Forest School (Md. girls, k-12), where she 
still serves as a Trustee, and Vassar College, Lila Lohr began her teaching career at the Independent 
Day School (Conn. Co-ed, 6-9), returned to Baltimore, earned a MED from Goucher College and spent 
the next 15 years as a teacher and administrator at Bryn Mawr School (Md. girls, k-12) 

 After serving for nine years as Head of St. Paul’s School for Girls (Md. 5-12) and five years as Head of 
Princeton Day School (N.J. co-ed, k-12), Lila began a second career as an Interim Head. Now in her 9th 
Interim at University Prep (WA. co-ed, 6-12) Lila has returned to serve as an Interim at Garrison Forest, 
St. Paul’s School for Girls and Princeton Day School, in addition to two other k-12 Maryland schools 

and three k-8 schools in the San Francisco area. 

Deborah Richman 

  Deborah Richman has over four decades of experience researching, renewing, and executing 
innovative educational standards as an independent school administrator. She earned her first Head of 
School appointment at just 33 years of age and went on to serve a total of 33 years as a school head. 
Deborah currently specializes in coaching aspiring leaders and teams through executive-level transitions 
in the US and Australia.  
Deborah has dedicated her life to preparing children for the future; her innate leadership skills, strategic 
planning expertise, and inspiring international vision inform her long-standing roles on accreditation 
commissions and the Boards of educational organizations across the country, including her time as 
Treasurer of The Heads Network.  

Deborah holds a Master’s degree in Education from the University of Houston and a Bachelor's in Education from Stephen F. Austin 
State University, as well as notable certifications and postgraduate studies in School Leadership, Marketing, and Business 
Administration


